Cerveélo

SOLOIST

CARBONS2

£2,199 (frameset) www.madison.co.uk

WE FIRE UP THIS SERIOUSLY SLICK
CONVENTIONAL-FIT BIKETOSEEIFIT
REALLY PERFORMS UNDER POWER

HE ORIGINAL

Cervélo Soloist

bike became an

instant success,

and now the
three-bike S range (the
S$1-£999.99 -is alloy,
the S3 - £3,499.99 -is
more compliant) offers
powerful riders an
outstanding conventional-
fit race platform.

FRAME ANDFORKS

With more than 300 pieces of

carbon in the chassis and

custom-developed speed-

specific aero sections, the S2

is a seriously slick structure

that's more than 25% lighter

than its alloy predecessor.
While the 16cm head tube is

relatively tall in terms of getting

a tuck, it’s a boon for less-flexible
riders, and shrinks relative to
size. The extra height also
creates an outstandingly
rigid front end for super-
accurate, aggressive cornering.
The top tube and down tube
flow smoothly out from behind
the head, creating a wind-
slippery teardrop section. This
continues down the tall down
tube, before swelling to engulf
the conventional bottom bracket
shell. The seat tube is a slim
teardrop section with a machined
collar and matching seatpost
with swivelling two-position
head. Out back, super-deep
chainstays and 3D dropouts
with a replaceable gear hanger
provide the undiluted propulsive
force of the frame. The inwardly
curved, semi-aero seatstays are
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relatively gracile in comparison,
while a skinny wishbone top end
completes the circuit. Brakes are
mounted conventionally and
there’s no wheel-hugging effect
from the frame. The gear cables
vanish vertically into the frame
behind the head tube and the
rear brake cable is concealed
from the wind. The straight-
legged, slim section 3T Funda
forks, with carbon-wrapped
alloy-sleeved steerer, continue
the aero advantage without
reducing comfort too. No less
than six frame sizes ensure an
accurate fit.

EQUIPMENT
The S2 frameset comes with
frame, fork, Cane Creek headset
and seatpost, so kit is your
choice. It's worth commenting
on some of the choices here. The
slick, quiet shifting of the latest
Dura Ace 7900 groupset means
there’s no echo through the
frame and the super-stiff
hollow-ringed chainset is a great
match to the resolutely rigid
lower end of the frame.
Superlight, immediately
responsive DT Swiss tub wheels
(see full testing in Issue 13) put
areal spark into the ride as well
as continuing the aero aspect.
Carbon-fibre-shafted Pro brand
stem and alloy bars finish off the
cockpit, while the San Marco
Zoncolan saddle looks smart,
butit’s not the most tuck-
friendly perch you could use.

THERIDE

As one of the iconic bikes of
different years we couldn’t help
approach the S2 with reverence.
However, what our initially
underwhelming experience
taught us is that this bike needs
muscle, not subtlety, to prove its
point. Feed in some proper
power and you unleash the
carbon-fibre Conan within.

"“-.\-1

'-"r' E:n': _'g‘g.a*'ﬁ’

The top tube and down tube flow
smoothly out from behind the head, fora
wind-slippery teardrop section
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Ace 7900 groupset means there’s no
echo through the frame

Thesstraight-legged, slim section 3T
Funda forks come with a carbon-wrapped
alloy-sleeved steerer

The superlight wheels with
instant engagement from the
Star Ratchet hubs, and the rock-
solid feel underfoot mean there’s
no lag or loss of wattage. As soon
as the speed surges to a point
where the aerodynamics start to






